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THE BRONZE LINING 

 
 

Character Breakdown 
 
 

 
 

MINDY   A woman in her 20s-30s. She is Anne’s older sister.  
 
ANNE   A woman in her 20-30s. She is Mindy’s younger sister. 
 
 
 
 
 

Setting 
 
A cool late afternoon/early evening. A forest trail, on a mountain. Present.  
 

EXCERPT 
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EXCERPT 
 
AT RISE: MINDY (20s-30s) and ANNE (20s-30s) are 
sisters. They are hiking with backpacks. 

 
MINDY 

Ah, is there a—what’s in my hair? What is that? 
 
ANNE 

I don’t know! 
 
MINDY 

Well, you can see it! 
 
ANNE 

I don’t know the name of it! 
 
MINDY 

I don’t need the name! Just— 
 
ANNE 

You asked what— 
 
MINDY 

Just get it out! 
 
ANNE 

Okay! I’ll— 
(picks up a stick. Swats the stick at Mindy’s head) 

I’ll try! 
 

MINDY 
You hit me! 

 
ANNE 

I’m not good at sports! 
(she swats again) 

 
MINDY 

You’re gonna make it mad and it’ll sting me! 
 
ANNE 

You think it has a stinger? 



7 | T h e  B r o n z e  L i n i n g  E X C E R P T  T a r a  M e d d a u g h  

 

 
MINDY 

Use. Your. Fingers. 
 

(pause) 
 
ANNE 

Are you kidding me? 
 
MINDY 

What? 
 
ANNE 

Are you serious, Mindy?  
 
MINDY 

Yes! 
 
ANNE 

You want me to pick up that—we don’t even know what it is—you want me to pick it up with 
my fingers? It might bite me! 

 
MINDY 

It might bite me! 
 
ANNE 

You know my hands are numb, right? 
 

(MINDY stares right at Anne then reaches into her hair and pulls the bug out of 
her hair. She tosses it, kind of in Anne’s direction.) 

 
MINDY 

You are totally no help in the woods. 
(she starts walking) 

 
ANNE 

You didn’t have to throw it at me! 
 
MINDY 

I didn’t. If I had thrown it at you, it would have been like this. 
(picks up another bug and throws it at Anne). 

 
ANNE 

(screams) 
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Ah!!!  
(sees no bug is on her) 

Oh, nice, Mindy. Real mature. Who’s the older sister?  
 

(they start walking together) 
 
MINDY 

I told you to wear gloves. 
 

ANNE 
It was 60 degrees when we left. 

 
MINDY 

Well, it gets colder when you climb. Haven’t you heard that before? 
 

(they walk) 
 

ANNE 
This is not any fun at all. 

 
MINDY 

Did you think it was going to be? 
 
ANNE 

I don’t know.  
(pause) 

I guess I hoped it might be. 
 
MINDY 

Why would you think this would be fun? We don’t hike. We’ve never— 
 

ANNE 
When we were kids, we did. 

 
MINDY 

No, we didn’t. 
 
ANNE 

With Mom and Dad. We went swimming in that lake and roasted marshmallows. 
 
MINDY 

That was camping. At a campground with, like, arcade games and a beach. 
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ANNE 
Really? 

 
MINDY 

Yes, “really.” We stayed in a cabin. We didn’t hike. 
 
ANNE 

I thought… 
 
MINDY 

Oh…Oh, Anne…did you want to hike with me, because, like, it would be a nice bonding thing 
after Mom’s service? Kind of, I don’t know…the silver lining to her dying?  

 
ANNE 

That sounds awful how you’re saying it, Mindy. And you’re not a therapist. I didn’t— 
 
MINDY 

Because there’s no silver lining when someone dies. It just [sucks]— 
 
ANNE 

I know. I mean…actually, I don’t know that. Sometimes there is…or at least, I don’t know, a 
bronze lining? She was really bad, Mindy. The last few months. You weren’t there, but I was 
and— 

 
MINDY 

I didn’t think she was going to die this soon, Anne. How could I know? And I couldn’t just move 
back and live at home indefinitely like you. 

 
ANNE 

I wasn’t— 
 
MINDY 

You were already so close, and you were waiting tables… 
 

ANNE 
Right. Waiting tables is easy put on hold. 
 

MINDY 
I don’t mean it like that—I just—you’re better at taking care of people.  

 
END OF EXCERPT 
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